
January Newsletter
~ Music ~

Pre-K/Kindergarten

In Pre-K and Kindergarten, we will continue to sing and play rhythm and movement games to
get us engaged in music. The music and games we play will be inspired by the season and
other focuses of our education, as we move into a new year of discovery!

1st, 2nd, 4th

In 1st grade, 2nd grade, and 4th grade, we will be exploring melody and harmony, including
solfege and the concepts of major and minor. We will continue to sing folk songs and play
games that help us to internalize the elements of music, splashing in some music history as it
relates to the activities. We will also be reviewing instrument families and the concept of timbre,
classifying different instruments by their tone qualities, pitch and instrument families.

3rd, 5th

In 3rd and 5th Grade, we are going to be starting work on recorders! Recorders are traditionally
taught in 3rd grade at KCS, but 5th grade hasn’t had the opportunity to play them yet because
of the pandemic. It will give both grades an opportunity to experience making music in a group
setting, learning an instrument, employing skills such as coordination, self-control and pattern
recognition, and experiencing the melodic aspects of music firsthand. This will serve as a
jumping off point for us to explore the concept of notes on the staff and solfege, as well as
continue to explore the rhythmic concepts that we have been learning about. The plan is for 4th
grade to receive recorder instruction next year when they are in 5th grade.

6th, 7th, 8th
In 6th, 7th, and 8th grade music we will be exploring the recent evolution of music in America
and around the world (recent as in the last 100 years, that is). We will be examining music by
decades, discussing genres, influential artists, and coinciding cultural and technological
movements that shaped the music being created. We will be focusing on contemporary genres
such as rock, pop, jazz and hip-hop over classical music.


